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P’KUDEI

21These are the records of the Tabernacle, the
Tabernacle of the Pact, which were drawn up
at Moses’ bidding—the work of the Levites un-
der the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron the
priest. 22Now Bezalel, son of Uri son of Hur,
of the tribe of Judah, had made all that the Lorp
had commanded Moses; 23at his side was
Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan,
carver and designer, and embroiderer in blue,
purple, and crimson yarns and in fine linen.

2A]l the gold that was used for the work, in
all the work of the sanctuary—the elevation
offering of gold—came to 29 talents and 730
shekels by the sanctuary weight. 25The silver of
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THE TABERNACLE, PART II: CONSTRUCTION

A TALLY OF THE METALS (38:21-31)

Moses orders an inventory of the metals, to be un-
dertaken by the Levites under the direction of Aar-
on’s son Ithamar. The tally is prefaced by a re-
statement of the roles of the two master craftsmen
Bezalel and Oholiab. The inventory described
here is similar to that found among the Egyptians,
whose art depicts scenes of metalworking in which
a master is weighing the metals on scales, with the
scribes recording the results in their ledgers, before
the materials are given to the artisans.

21. Tabernacle of the Pact This once again
emphasizes that the symbol of the covenant with
God is the focal point of the entire tabernacle.

Ithamar His birth was recorded in Exod.
6:23, and his nomination to be installed as a

(continued)

priest, in 28:1. Throughout the wilderness wan-
derings he directed the work of the levitical clans
in connection with the tabernacle.

23. These qualifications of Oholiab repeat
35:35 and include some additional material.

24-30. The metals are listed in descending
order of value.

shekel See Comment to Gen. 23:9.

half-shekel Hebrew: beka, mentioned as a
weight in Gen. 24:22. The stem means “to
split"—here, in half. Several weights from the
time of the First Temple have been found in-
scribed in the old-Hebrew script with the word
beka or its abbreviation, “4.” Their average weight
is 0.210 ounces (6.019 grams).

ahead The referenceis to the census that was
ordered in 30:11-16.

In this parashah, Moses gives a detailed ac-
counting of the expenditures for fashioning
the tabernacle and its furnishings. Why did
Moses feel obliged to give this detailed ac-
count? Some Israelites knew that they would
have taken advantage of handling all that gold
and silver for their own enrichment. They sus-
pected Moses of being no better than they
were. Thus the Midrash emphasizes that lead-
ers of the community must be above any sus-
picion of personal aggrandizement. The family

that prepared the incense for the Temple ser-
vices would never let their relatives wear per-
fume, lest some people suspect them of using
Temple incense for their personal benefit. The
official who supervised the shekel offering
would wear a special garment with no pockets
and no long sleeves when he did so, so that
no one could suspect him of pocketing public
funds (Song R. 3:7). “A person should strive
to please people as strenuously as one strives
to please God” (Exod. R. 51:2).
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EXODUS 38:26 PKUDEI

those of the community who were recorded
came to 100 talents and 1,775 shekels by the
sanctuary weight: 26a half-shekel a head, half
a shekel by the sanctuary weight, for each one
who was entered in the records, from the age
of twenty years up, 603,550 men. 27The 100 tal-
ents of silver were for casting the sockets of the
sanctuary and the sockets for the curtain, 100
sockets to the 100 talents, a talent a socket.
28And of the 1,775 shekels he made hooks for
the posts, overlay for their tops, and bands
around them.

29The copper from the elevation offering
came to 70 talents and 2,400 shekels. 300f it he
made the sockets for the entrance of the Tent
of Meeting; the copper altar and its copper grat-
ing and all the utensils of the altar; 31the sockets
of the enclosure round about and the sockets
of the gate of the enclosure; and all the pegs of
the Tabernacle and all the pegs of the enclosure
round about.

3 9 Of the blue, purple, and crimson yarns
they also made the service vestments for offi-
ciating in the sanctuary; they made Aaron’s sa-
cral vestments—as the Lorp had commanded
Moses.

2The ephod was made of gold, blue, purple,
and crimson yarns, and fine twisted linen. 3They
hammered out sheets of gold and cut threads
to be worked into designs among the blue, the
purple, and the crimson yarns, and the fine
linen. 4They made for it attaching shoulder-

THE MAKING OF THE
PRIESTLY VESTMENTS (39:1-31)
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list is especially puzzling because it is included in

verses 2, 3, and 5.
3. The process described here is typically

This section corresponds to Exod. 28. It contains
some additional information and affirms—seven
times in all—that each item was made in accord-
ance with God’s instructions.

1. The omission of the fine linen from the

Egyptian. The highly malleable gold was ham-
mered over a stone into a thin sheet from which
very narrow strips were cut to make fine gold wire.
Gold thread was created by cutting the sheet in
spiral form.
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EXODUS 39:5 PKUDEI

pieces; they were attached at its two ends. 5The
decorated band that was upon it was made like
it, of one piece with it; of gold, blue, purple, and
crimson yarns, and fine twisted linen—as the
Lorp had commanded Moses.

6They bordered the lazuli stones with frames
of gold, engraved with seal engravings of the
names of the sons of Israel. 7They were set on
the shoulder-pieces of the ephod, as stones of
remembrance for the Israelites—as the LorD
had commanded Moses.

8The breastpiece was made in the style of the
ephod: of gold, blue, purple, and crimson yarns,
and fine twisted linen. It was square; they made
the breastpiece doubled—a span in length and
a span in width, doubled. 10They set in it four
rows of stones. The first row was a row of car-
nelian, chrysolite, and emerald; !lthe second
row: a turquoise, a sapphire, and an amethyst;
12the third row: a jacinth, an agate, and a crystal;
13and the fourth row: a beryl, a lapis lazuli, and
ajasper. They were encircled in their mountings
with frames of gold. 14The stones corresponded
[in number] to the names of the sons of Israel:
twelve, corresponding to their names; engraved
like seals, each with its name, for the twelve
tribes.

150n the breastpiece they made braided
chains of corded work in pure gold. 16They
made two frames of gold and two rings of gold,
and fastened the two rings at the two ends of
the breastpiece, !7attaching the two golden
cords to the two rings at the ends of the
breastpiece. 18They then fastened the two ends
of the cords to the two frames, attaching them
to the shoulder-pieces of the ephod, at the front.
19They made two rings of gold and attached
them to the two ends of the breastpiece, at its
inner edge, which faced the ephod. 20They made
two other rings of gold and fastened them
on the front of the ephod, low on the two
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EXODUS 39:21 PKUDEI

shoulder-pieces, close to its seam above the
decorated band. 21The breastpiece was held in
place by a cord of blue from its rings to the
rings of the ephod, so that the breastpiece rested
on the decorated band and did not come loose
from the ephod—as the Lorp had commanded
Moses.

22The robe for the ephod was made of woven
work, of pure blue. 25The opening of the robe,
in the middle of it, was like the opening of a
coat of mail, withabindingaround the opening,
so that it would not tear. 24On the hem of the
robe they made pomegranates of blue, purple,
and crimson yarns, twisted. 25They also made
bells of pure gold, and attached the bells be-
tween the pomegranates, all around the hem of
the robe, between the pomegranates: 26a bell
and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate,
all around the hem of the robe for officiating
in—as the Lorp had commanded Moses.

27They made the tunics of finelinen, of woven
work, for Aaron and his sons; 28and the head-
dress of fine linen, and the decorated turbans
of fine linen, and the linen breeches of fine
twisted linen; 2%9and sashes of fine twisted linen,
blue, purple, and crimson yarns, done in
embroidery—as the Lorp had commanded
Moses.

30They made the frontlet for the holy diadem
of pure gold, and incised upon it the seal in-
scription: “Holy to the Lorp.” 31They attached
to it a cord of blue to fix it upon the headdress
above—as the Lorp had commanded Moses.

32Thus was completed all the work of the Tab-
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CHAPTER 39

21. the breastpiece . . . did not come loose
fromthe ephod Thebreastpiece was the sym-
bol of justice (thus it is referred to as “the
breastpiece of judgment” in Exod. 28:15), of

proper relations between people and their
neighbors. The ephod was the symbol of wor-
ship, i.e., of a proper relationship between peo-
ple and God. When religion is properly under-
stood, justice and worship can never be sepa-
rated from each other (N. Bloch).
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EXODUS 39:33 PKUDEI

ernacle of the Tent of Meeting. The Israelites
did so; justas the Lorbp had commanded Moses,
so they did.

33Then they brought the Tabernacle to Mo-
ses, with the Tent and all its furnishings: its
clasps, its planks, its bars, its posts, and its sock-
ets; 34the covering of tanned ram skins, the cov-
ering of dolphin skins, and the curtain for the
screen; 35the Ark of the Pact and its poles, and
the cover; 36the table and all its utensils, and
the bread of display; 37the pure lampstand, its
lamps—Ilampsin due order—and all its fittings,
and the oil for lighting; 38the altar of gold, the
oil for anointing, the aromatic incense, and the
screen for the entrance of the Tent; 39the copper
altar with its copper grating, its poles and all its
utensils, and the laver and its stand; 40the hang-
ings of the enclosure, its posts and its sockets,
the screen for the gate of the enclosure, its cords
and its pegs—all the furnishings for the service
of the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; 4!the
service vestments for officiating in the sanctu-
ary, the sacral vestments of Aaron the priest,and
the vestments of his sons for priestly service.
42Just as the Lorbp had commanded Moses, so
the Israelites had done all the work. 43 And when
Moses saw that they had performed all the

COMPLETION AND INSPECTION
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(vv. 32-43)

The tabernacle in all its several parts and with all
its appurtenances is completed and brought to
Moses for inspection. The text does not record
how long the work took or the dates involved.
32. Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting A
combination of the two distinct terms for the
sanctuary. Together they express its dual function

as the symbol of the indwelling of the divine Pres-
ence in the camp of the Israelites and as the site
of communication between God and Moses.

42. the Israelites The entire project is pre-
sented as an enterprise of all the Israelites (cf. v.
32).

43. 'This finale is patterned after the Creation
narrative of Genesis, in which the completion of
the work evoked divine approval followed by a
blessing.

43. The Midrash supplies the words with
which Moses blessed the people: “May it be

God’s will that the divine Presence rest upon
the work of your hands” (Tanh.).

568

w7



569

EXODUS 40:1 PKUDEI

tasks—as the Lorp had commanded, so they
had done—Moses blessed them.

4 O And the Lorp spoke to Moses, saying:

20n the first day of the first month you shall
set up the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting.
3Place there the Ark of the Pact, and screen off
the ark with the curtain. 4Bring in the table
and lay out its due setting; bring in the lamp-
stand and light its lamps; 5and place the gold
altar of incense before the Ark of the Pact.
Then put up the screen for the entrance of the
Tabernacle.

6You shall place the altar of burnt offering
before the entrance of the Tabernacle of the
Tent of Meeting. 7Place the laver between the
Tent of Meeting and the altar, and put water
in it. 8Set up the enclosure round about, and
put in place the screen for the gate of the en-
closure.

9You shall take the anointing oil and anoint
the Tabernacle and all that is in it to consecrate
it and all its furnishings, so that it shall be holy.
10Then anoint the altar of burnt offering and
all its utensils to consecrate the altar, so that the
altar shall be most holy. 11And anoint the laver
and its stand to consecrate it.

12You shall bring Aaron and his sons forward
to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting and wash
them with the water. 13Put the sacral vestments
on Aaron, and anoint him and consecrate him,

ASSEMBLY AND DEDICATION
(40:1-15)
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a date that forges another link with the Creation

narrative.
3. curtain See Comments to 26:31-35.

1-8. Moses is instructed by God to set up the
tabernacle and put each item in its assigned place.
The order of emplacement of the furnishings is
from the interior outward, from the most sacred
to the less sacred. The tabernacle is to be erected
just two weeks short of the first anniversary of the
Exodus from Egypt, and exactly nine months
since the arrival at Sinai. This is New Year’s day,

4. lay out its due setting The 12 loaves of
the bread of display set out in two rows. See Com-
ment to 25:30.

9-11. During the next stage every item is
anointed with the sacred aromatic anointing oil.
See Comments to 30:22-33.

12-15. 'The priests are installed. See Com-
ments to 29:1-9.
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EXODUS 40:14 PpKUDEI

that he may serve Me as priest. 14Then bring his
sons forward, put tunics on them, 15and anoint
them asyou have anointed their father, that they
may serve Me as priests. This their anointing
shall serve them for everlasting priesthood
throughout the ages.

16This Moses did; just as the Lorp had com-
manded him, so he did.

17In the first month of the second year, on
the first of the month, the Tabernacle was set
up. 18Moses set up the Tabernacle, placing its
sockets, setting up its planks, inserting its bars,
and erecting its posts. 19He spread the tent over
the Tabernacle, placing the covering of the tent
on top of it—just as the Lorp had commanded
Moses.

20He took the Pact and placed it in the ark;
he fixed the poles to the ark, placed the cover
on top of the ark, 2land brought the ark in-
side the Tabernacle. Then he put up the curtain
for screening, and screened off the Ark of
the Pact—just as the Lorp had commanded
Moses.
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FULFILLING THE INSTRUCTIONS
(vv. 16-33)
16. This Moses did This affirmation applies

to all the foregoing instructions. The details are
spelled out, item by item, as though to emphasize
the point.

CHAPTER 40

15. as you have anointed their father When
Moses anointed Aaron as High Priest, he had
no reason to be jealous of Aaron. Moses’ role
was at least as prominent as Aaron’s. When
Moses was called on to anoint Aaron’s sons to
follow him as priests, however, God was con-
cerned that Moses might be jealous. He would

never see his sons succeed him in his role as
leader. Therefore, God commands Moses to
show his greatness of character and his love for
his brother by anointing Aaron’s sons in the
same wholehearted fashion as he had anointed
their father. We show true love when we can
rejoice in the good fortune of another even
though it is an experience that we ourselves
will never know.

HALAKHAH L’MA-ASEH

40:16. as the Lorp had commanded him, so he did As Conservative Jews, we are motivated in our commitment
to Jewish observance as an expression of our allegiance to God as the divine commander with whom we live

in covenant.
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EXODUS 40:22 PKUDEI

22He placed the table in the Tent of Meeting,
outside the curtain, on the north side of the Tab-
ernacle.22Uponithelaid out the setting of bread
before the Lorp—as the Lorp had commanded
Moses. 24He placed the lampstand in the Tent
of Meeting opposite the table, on the south side
of the Tabernacle. 25And he lit the lamps before
the Lorp—as the Lorp had commanded Mo-
ses. 26He placed the altar of gold in the Tent of
Meeting, before the curtain. 270On it he burned
aromatic incense—as the Lorp had com-
manded Moses.

28Then he put up the screen for the entrance
of the Tabernacle. 29At the entrance of the Tab-
ernacle of the Tentof Meetinghe placed thealtar
of burnt offering. On it he offered up the burnt
offering and the grain offering—as the Lorp
had commanded Moses. 30He placed the laver
between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and
put water in it for washing. 31From it Moses and
Aaron and his sons would wash their hands
and feet; 32they washed when they entered the
Tent of Meeting and when they approached
the altar—as the Lorp had commanded Moses.
33And he set up the enclosure around the Tab-
ernacle and the altar, and put up the screen for
the gate of the enclosure.

When Moses had finished the work, 34the
cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the
Presence of the Lorp filled the Tabernacle.
35Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting,

29. he offered up  The subject is either Moses

or Aaron and his sons.
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APPEARANCE OF THE DIVINE PRESENCE
(vv. 34-38)

33. When Moses had finished the work The

34. cloud . . . Presence The tabernacle was

Hebrew word for “finished” (va-y khal) echoes the
same word in a different form (va-y khullu) at the
close of the story of Creation (Gen. 2:1). This is
significant, because the link between shrines and
Creation was traditional in the ancient world. It
isechoed bothin thestructure of the tabernacleand
in the procedure entailed in its construction.

to function as a portable Sinai, a means by which
a continued channel of communication with God
could be maintained. As the people move away
from the mountain of Revelation, they need a vis-
ible, tangible symbol of God’s abiding presence

in their midst. Thus the phenomenon that oc-

35. At this point, there are two embodi-
ments of holiness in the Israelite camp: the

Tent of Meeting (Ohel Mo-ed) and the taberna-
cle (mishkan). We can think of them as rep-
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because the cloud had settled upon it and the ~ T1233 JViT 1’5?1] | =)' Zk] gitalal I7:‘[1’5"71’{
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36When the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle,
the Israelites would set out, on their various
journeys; 37but if the cloud did not lift, they
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would not set out until such time as it did lift. T [y 1238 ‘m‘”‘f]n 'D']?"'I!_J a:}t?‘]
38For over the Tabernacle a cloud of the Lorp ‘I; ﬂ‘?"? mn \UR'I 'D7;3"1’ \'[;'(UDTI"Z}?

rested by day, and fire would appear in [the * 0ryon-aa bxwnaba b
cloud] by night, in the view of all the house of A TN mO A

Israel throughout their journeys.

curred at Mount Sinai (see 24:15—17) now re-
peats itself.

35. It is unclear whether entry is literally
blocked or is not permissible or that Moses simply
dared not enter.

36-38. Henceforth, Israel’s wanderings and
encampments in the wilderness on the way to the

22:27 T¥IM 1,209 190 YW DpI0BT D130 KW v 38.
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Promised Land are determined by the movements
of the luminous cloud.

The Book of Exodus, which opened with a nar-
rative of misery and oppression, closes on a note
of confidence and hope. Israel is assured that, day
and night, the divine spirit hovers over it, guiding
and controlling its destiny (see Num. 9:15-23).

resenting a theology of encounter and a the-
ology of presence. There are moments (a wed-
ding, the birth of a child, an escape from dan-
ger) when God erupts into our lives with a
special intensity that transforms us but that
is too intense to be lived constantly. Then
there are times when God is a constant pres-
ence in our lives (marriage, parenthood, years
of good health) in an equally real but less in-
tense manner. The challenge is to recognize

God’s constant presence in our lives without
its becoming so ordinary that we take it for
granted. After all of this dedicated effort—
taking up four-and-a-half parashiyyot of the
Book of Exodus—God comes down and ap-
proves of the work. The Book of Exodus ends
on that note. “Our book which began in dark-
ness concludes in the brilliant illumination of
God’s glory before the eyes of the entire House
of Israel” (B. Jacob).

572



